
Public Records
Local boards of education are required to comply with
the state’s public records law. Public records are
records made or received in connection with the
transaction of public business. They may be in any form,
including documents, electronic records, film, or audio
recordings.

Generally speaking, electronic mail and messages
exchanged with members of the public, school system
administrators, and other board members are public
records that must be disclosed upon request. This rule
applies whether the message is sent to a public email
address provided by the school system or a private
channel, such as a gmail address or Facebook message.

There are some exceptions, based on the information
contained in a message. Personnel or student
information is generally not subject to public
disclosure. For example, you may be provided employee
performance evaluations or student suspension
documents in advance of a board hearing. Those
documents would not be subject to disclosure.


